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Why China Is Not A Contender?
Sino-American Relationship from the Perspective of
Power Transition Theory

SONG Wei'

(1. Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: The power transition theory suggests that there is an inevitable conflict between the rising great
power and the hegemon when its power approaches that of the hegemon, and thus becomes more aggressive
in weighing up the gains and losses of challenging the existing system of international institutions, being dis-
satisfied with the existing system. Based on this theory, the article analyzes two basic standards of conten-
der; power discrepancy and dissatisfaction with the institutional system. The comprehensive strength of a
contender should be more than 80% of the hegemonic power, and the contender wants to change the status
quo. The article then discusses why China is not a contender, since China, being a beneficiary of the exist-
ing institutional system, is still much weaker than America. China should maintain the cooperative relation-
ship with the hegemon, aiming to get more decision power rather than change the institutional rules.

Key words :power transition; contender; satisfaction; Sino-American relations



