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Reinterpretation of the Absence of Balancing Against the
United States after the Cold War

HAN Zhaoying' HUANG Zhaolong'
( 1. Nankai University, Tianjin 300350, China)

Abstract ; Since the end of the Cold War, the absence of balancing against the United States has led to fur-
ther studies on the traditional theory of the balance of power and the balancing behavior itself. With respect
to the interpretations on the absence of balancing, there have been various arguments related with power
gap, threat balancing, regime, freedom and security community, norm and identity, dilemma of collective
action and domestic factors of potential balancer. Based on these arguments, this paper attempts to reinter-
pret them from aspects of balancing behavior itself—conditions of balancing, origin of balancing, obstacles
to balancing, and American counter-balancing strategies. For conditions of balancing, we focus on the de-
gree of power imbalance in traditional theory on the balance of power. With regard to origins of balancing,
we argue that the object of balancing is not against the power itself, but the threat it might impose. In the
discussion of obstacles to balancing, we argue that the study on the dilemma of collective action has re-
vealed limits of the rational assumption about the balancer and that the study on domestic factors reveals
limits of the unitary assumption on balancer. Discussion on counter-balancing strategies concentrates on how
the United States has taken advantage of a for mention mechanisms that give rise to the absence of balancing
to evade being balanced.

Key words: balance of power; absence of balancing; United States
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