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On the Theory of Historic Consolidation of Territorial Sovereignty

LI Yi'

( 1. Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract ; As a doctrine concerning the acquisition of territorial sovereignty, the theory of historical consoli-
dation on the one hand faces some disputes in the sphere of application, and it is regarded by some scholars
as a “supplementary consideration” or a “non—independent source of territorial sovereignty” in the estab-
lishment of territorial sovereignty. On the other hand, the theory emphasizes that on certain circumstances,
the establishment of territorial sovereignty is a progressive process in which multiple factors play an integrat-
ed role. It focuses on the publicity of the territorial claims of the state, the adequacy of sovereignty declara-
tion action, the interests of countries concerned, the recognition or acquiescence of other countries and the
international community, and estoppels, in order to determine whether the cumulative effect of multiple fac-
tors or “multiple grounds” is sufficient to establish territorial sovereignty. The analytical approach has a cer-
tain impact on international justice and the practice of state behavior. Therefore, we should pay attention to
the analytical method of “historical consolidation theory” in the settlement of territorial disputes.

Key words: approaches of territorial acquisition; historical consolidation; sovereignty declaration action;

acquiescence ; cumulative effect
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