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Security in New Strategic Domains;: A Preliminary Framework

LIU Yangyue' XU Nengwu'

(1. National University of Defense Technology, Changsha 410074, China)

Abstract; Human practices in new strategic domains, such as outer space and cyberspace, have demon-
strated both novelty and complexity, which pose new challenges for the effective interpretation of issues with
traditional theories of international relations. Academic arguments over political meaning of new strategic do-
mains are still enlarging. To explain the variety and complexity of state security behaviors in new strategic
domains, a perspective from international system is needed. This paper aims to establish a theoretical frame-
work that explains the dynamic interaction between international system and security in new strategic do-
mains. It focuses on the environmental characters, power mechanisms and practice logics in outer space and
cyberspace. Such a social process from environmental settings to agent—level practices is constantly interwo-
ven with, influenced by, and simultaneously shaping the international system. This analytic framework aims
to provide a new perspective and theoretical foundation for maintaining security in new strategic domains as
well as stability in the international system.

Key words: new strategic domains; cyber security; space security; international system
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