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SR T FURAT U IE , < ) FT X Rh 2 e T 56 7R
— e R [ K B, X R E R R TR R A
#| THIEH (already evident in developed countries )
------ TR, 2 i v e 52 o) MR 26 4 8 1) R SR 75 5K
K 3 W vl Do Kk R R s BB R
( evidence from developed countries points to )
"""" P®, WL A AUHA [ SRS R i kA Y
VFZHUUE R E (already ) 75 4 35 [ 5 1Y g 2 R 43
B T I UE, F A FE SR R kA Al LU R ik 5K

(D Souleymane Coulibaly, etc., “ World Development Report
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@ Yoon Je Cho, etc., “World Development Report 19897,
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(® Samantha Lach, “World Development Report 2017 ; Contest-
ability and Changes in Tolerance Towards Corruption: The Formation of
An Elite—Citizen Coalition In Mexico (English)”, World Bank, Feb-
ruary 20, 2017, http://documents. worldbank. org/curated/en/
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® MO,

@ “World Development Report 1978” , World Bank, February 27,
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World—development-report—1978.

® Simeon Djankov, etc., “World Development Report 2019
The Changing Nature of Work: Main Report ( English)”, World
Bank, October 12, 2018, http://documents. worldbank. org/ curated/
en/816281518818814423/Main—Report.
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The Terms of “Developed” and “Underdeveloped” in the Western

Political Discourse: A Research Agenda

ZHANG Tong'
(1. Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract ; The “developed country” and “underdeveloped country” along with other relevant terms are pre-
vailing concepts used to classify different countries in the field of global governance and international rela-
tions, making the base of the existing global discourse system dominated by the western countries. However,
little attention has been given to the western ideology or discourse power behind these terms and related the-
ories. Based on the review of related literature, the paper proposes four hypotheses: the relevant terms as
“developed country” and “underdeveloped country” (1) reflect an isolated worldview, (2) neglect the re-

“underdeveloped” or “less-developed” coun-

sponsibilities of “developed countries” in the West to those
tries, (3) disguise the fact of inequality among countries, and (4) promote a linear development strategy
which propagates the myth of development for “undeveloped” and “less-developed” countries. The paper
thus proposes a new research agenda in the perspective of discourse analysis, taking advantage of the lin-
guistic method of discourse analysis to dig into the corpus database including related terms and to explore
the underlying western ideology and discourse power. Meanwhile, an example is demonstrated to show the
distinctive usefulness of discourse analysis. With all this as the background, there are three choices for
other countries when confronted with these basic concepts implying Western hegemony ; a radical approach
to totally reject these terms, a modest way continuing the use while with prudence, and an eclectic plan.
The study would help us better understand the existing Western discourse system and thus contribute to the

reconstruction of a new discourse system for global governance.

Key words: “developed” and “underdeveloped” ; discourse analysis; discourse system; global governance



