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Equipment (DE)”, February 27, 2010, http://www. imo. org/en/
MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/ SDC/Pages/DE—53rd—Session.aspx.

@ IMO, “54th Session of Sub-Commitee on Ship Design and
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@O IMO, “Guidelines for Ships Operating in Arctic Ice—covered
Waters, MSC/Circ. 1056 and MEPC/Circ. 399, 2002” , December 23,
2002, http://www. imo. org/en/KnowledgeCentre/IndexofIMOResolut-
ions/Maritime— Safety — Committee — ( MSC ) /MSC — 40 - 1981 - 92 -
2013/ Pages/ default.aspx.

@ H. Edwin Anderson, Polar Shipping, “ The Forthcoming
Polar Code and Implications for the Polar Environment” , Journal of
Maritime Law & Commerce, Vol.43, 2012, pp.59-83.

® ZAEEURIEEDEN A E MRS K,

@ IMO, “94th Session of Marine Safety Committee (MSC)”,
November 21, 2014, http://www.imo. org/en/MediaCentre/Meeting-
Summaries/MSC/Pages/MSC—94th—session.aspx.

® IMO, “International Code for Ships Operating in Polar Waters,
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©® IMO, “Guidelines for Ships Operating in Arctic Ice—covered
Waters, MSC/Circ. 1056 and MEPC/Circ. 399, 2002” , December 23,
2002, http://www.imo.org/en/KnowledgeCentre/IndexofIMOResolut-
ions/Maritime— Safety — Committee — ( MSC ) /MSC - 40 - 1981 — 92 -
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@ IMO, “Guidelines for Ships Operating in Polar Waters, A 26
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@ IMO, “63rd Session of Marine Environment Protection Com-
mittee (MEPC)”, March 2, 2012, http://www.imo. org/en/Media-
Centre/MeetingSummaries/ MEPC/Pages/ MEPC—63rd—session.aspx.

@ IMO, “57th Session of Sub—Commitee on Ship Design and
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A Study of International Law on Regulation of
Navigation in Polar Waters

LI Weifang' HUANG Yan'
(1. East China University of Political Science and Law ,Shanghai 200042 , China)

Abstract ; In order to guarantee safety of polar navigation and protect fragile ecological environment in polar
areas, the International Maritime Organization (IMO) has initiated legislation applicable to navigation in
polar waters since the beginning of this century. The °International Code for Ships Operating in Polar
Waters’ taken effect on January 1, 2017, the first ever international mandatory code with application scope
in both the Arctic and the Antarctic waters, is regarded as a milestone in polar waters shipping governance.
The code strengthens the compliance obligations of flag states with regard to polar ship certification, ship-
building standards and environmental protection responsibilities, which will have a profound impact on the
global shipping business and the governance mechanism of Arctic marine area. As a category A member of
IMO council, China shall participate in governance over polar shipping actively, as well as focus on domes-
tic implementation of international regulations.

Key words: International Maritime Organization; polar rules; navigation safety; environmental protection





