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Return or Adjustment: Debates on the Sphere of Influence in the U.S.
Strategic Community

RUAN Jianping' LI Qi®

(1. Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China; 2.Party School of the CPC Wuhan Municipal Committee ( Wuhan
Municipal Institute of Public Administration) , Wuhan 430023, China)

Summary : Since the emerging of liberal internationalist foreign policy during the era of the post—Cold War,
Sphere of Influence has once again become an important issue in the discussion for the U.S. strategic community
in recent years. In the discussion, the realists advocate to confront the change in the power balance, emphasizing
a prudent use of force with a reduction of unnecessary costs and risks, taking an advantage of alliance to check
the rivals and split the basis for their international cooperation. Liberals insist on the liberal internationalist diplo-
macy with a determinant resistance in the “expansion” of the international influence from China and Russia. An
allover isolation and confrontation will be at ready if remolding cannot be attained. In the process of the discus-
sion, the realists are on the offensive side while the liberals are on the defensive one. In the view of the profes-
sional background, the liberals have a high level of political and social influence, while in the respect of the sig-
nificance of reality, both are aimed at the strategic competition against China and Russia.

In a historical view, this discussion has embodied the cyclical adjustments in the U.S. foreign policies
with the changes in the power balance. Liberalism and realism have been the two major principles directing
the U.S. foreign diplomatic policies with different types of the structural. Since having an absolute advantage,
the U.S. prefers a liberal foreign policy. Conversely, as the advantage declines, a realist foreign policy will be
preferred. The discussion in this round has been triggered at large in this orientation and the international
conflicts and major events have intensified the relative discussion. Regardless of these considerations, the pri-
mary goal continues to be protecting the American overall realistic interests and its global dominance.

With the wind vane for the adjustment in the American diplomacy, the discussion has unfolded the
change in the American diplomatic gravity and policy orientation toward China. The U.S. has seen the stra-
tegic contraction as a general tone for the American global strategy, constructing the alliance containment
and alienation as the major way to compete against China and having comprehensive ideological attacks as
the key hands.

In the respect of experience, Sphere of Influence mainly refers to the particular region in which a coun-
try has a dominating influence with the exclusion of other forces. However, China’ s communication and in-
teraction with other countries has been based on the respective independent interests with equality and mu-
tual benefit through open cooperation with no exclusion of any third party. The positive response from the in-
ternational society to China is sourced from China, but not a result from the Sphere of Influence. Faced with
the pressure from the U.S., China should insist on equality and cooperation beyond its ideological discourse
trap, openness and win—win strategy to break away from its alliance control and alienation, in its initiative
to promote the reform of global governance.

Key words: Spheres of Influence ;great power competition ;realists ;liberals ;the U.S. strategic community



