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The Progress and Viewpoints on the Development of the Regulations
for Mineral Exploitation in the Area

HE Zongyu '  LIN Jinggao ' YANG Baohua >  LIU Shaojun *

(1.China Ocean Mineral Resources R&D Association , Beijing 100860, China ; 2. Central South University, Chan-
gsha 410083, China)

Abstract; There are two issues needed to be solved in the formulation of regulations on mineral exploitation
in the international seabed area ( Area): constructing commercial exploration mode under “Principle of
Common Heritage of Mankind” and “ensuring effective protection of ocean environment” . International Sea-
bed Authority (ISA) began to formulate regulations on mineral exploitation in the Area in 2012, the stake-
holders have put forward their own proposals and suggestions. Potential exploitation parties believed impacts
of deep—sea mining on environment is lower than that of land mining, therefore they insisted utilizing low
tax rate to encourage the exploitation. Environment protection parties suggested deep—sea mining may seri-
ously destroy ocean environment and thus advocated strict mandatory standard of supervision and compensa-
tion. China proposed two principles: balance between resources utilization and environment protection, bal-
ance between commercial exploration and sustainable development. Positive reply has been made for formu-
lating regulations to maintain the rights and interests of our country.

Key words: international seabed; deep seabed mineral exploitation; formulation of regulations



