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Revisiting Ancient Silk Roads: Origin and Evolution

FU Mengzi'?

(1. Wuhan University , Wuhan 430072, China ; 2.China Institutes of Contemporary International Relations , Beijing
100081, China)

Abstract; The historical literature on the Ancient Silk Roads, which spans a long period of time, traverses
vast expanses of territories and exerts far—reaching influences, is rich and bountiful. In an attempt to re—ex-
amine the Ancient Silk Roads mainly from a Chinese perspective, this paper tries to clarify geographic reach
of the continental and maritime Silk Roads as well as related theoretical concepts, and provide a comple-
mentary analysis of the historical routes of the Ancient Silk Roads. It also explores the origin and evolution
of the land and maritime Silk Roads, and the historical contexts in which they were used discontinuously,
simultaneously or alternatively.

Key words: silk; Silk Roads; the Western Region; land and maritime Silk Roads; discontinuous use
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